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This innovative, interdisciplinary introduction to East Asian politics uses a thematic approach to

describe the political development of China, Japan, and Koreas since the mid-nineteenth century

and analyze the social, cultural, political, and economic features of each country. Unlike standard

comparative politics texts which often lack a unifying theme and employ Western conventions of the

'state', "Political Systems of East Asia" avoids these limitations and identifies a common thread

running through the histories of China, Korea, and Japan. This common thread is Confucianism,

which has shaped East Asian perspectives of the universe and how it operates. The text describes

and explains the ways in which each country has employed this shared tradition, and how it has

affected the country's internal dynamics, responses to the outside world, and its own political

development.
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If you are new to the subject of East Asia or if you are looking for a refresher, I highly recommend

Political Systems of East Asia.The book is outlined in three sections: China, Korea and Japan. Each

section discusses history, traditions, and politics of East Asia of the past to as recent times. While

each section is focused on the respective country, it does not treat the nation in isolation and makes

constant reference to the other two nations and all other relevant nations for that matter. Some may

say that the book may be repetitive because of the topics discussed in each section effect all three

nations, but it actually makes reading the book easy to follow and a joy to read.I would only change

one thing. While Hayes does discuss contemporary issues of each nation, a final chapter or section



discussing the future of the region as a region is missing from the text and is greatly missed.

This book has a lot of great information on East Asia (and a tad bit of humorous bias from author).

Absolutely amazing. I was a little afraid because I am not very confident on buying things online but

as a new college student, I know I have to et used to it. It was an incredible buy. The book was

amazing. Thank you.
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